United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
I nilid Stall-, l'atint and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 



APPLICATION NO. 



I0/657.2W, 



FILING DATE 



09/08/2003 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO. 



101115-0059C1 



24267 7590 08/07/2008 

CESARI AND MCKENNA, LLP 
88 BLACK FALCON AVENUE 
BOSTON, MA 02210 



NCil Yl.N. LUONGTRUNG 



PAPER NUMBER 



DELIVERY MODE 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 



l/ffflrC? nVrliUli Otfff Iff ids y 


Application No. 

10/657,286 


Applicant(s) 

PELSUE ET AL. 


Examiner 

LUONG T. NGUYEN 


Art Unit 

2622 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 9, 11-14 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 9 (line 3), "wherein illuminating the first and second combinations of illumination 
positions" should be changed to —wherein illuminating the workpiece from the first and second 
combinations of illumination positions--. 

Claim 1 1 (line 12), "at a second location between an illumination position and an image 
location" should be changed to --at a second location between a second illumination position and 
a second image location--. 

Claim 1 1 (line 14), "from the illumination position" should be changed to -from the 
second illumination—. 

Claim 1 1 (line 15), "from the image location" should be changed to -from the second 
image location—. 

Claim 12 (lines 1-2), "the attenuating steps are" should be changed to —the attenuating at 
the first and second locations are-. 

Claim 14 (line 1), "wherein attenuating comprises" should be changed to —wherein the 
attenuating at the first and second locations comprises—. 

Claim 14 (line 2-3), "between an illumination position and an image location" should be 
changed to —between corresponding illumination position and corresponding image location—. 

Claims 12-14 are objected as being dependent on claim 1 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 1-14 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Regarding claim 1, the prior art of the record fails to show or fairly suggest a method of 

imaging portions of a workpiece located within a field of view of an imaging system, the 

workpiece having features which are to be detected with the imaging system, the method 

comprising: 

illuminating a first portion of the workpiece from a first combination of illumination 
positions and reduced illumination positions so as to limit a first distribution of energy reflected 
specularly from a workpiece location corresponding to the first portion; 

illuminating a second portion of the workpiece from a second combination of 
illumination positions and reduced illumination positions so as to limit a second distribution of 
energy reflected specularly from a workpiece location corresponding to the second portion, the 
second combination being non-identical to the first combination as a result of a position of the 
workpiece portion within the field of view of the imaging system. 

Claims 2-10 are allowed for the reasons given in claim 1 . 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the prior art of the record fails to show or fairly suggest a method of 
imaging portions of a workpiece comprising: 

attenuating, at a first location between an illumination position and an image location 
corresponding to a first portion of the workpiece,_at least a portion of the energy from the 
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illumination position so as to limit the distribution of energy reflected from the image location 
corresponding to a the first workpiece portion; 

attenuating, at a second location between an illumination position and an image location 
corresponding to a second portion of the workpiece, at least a portion of the energy from the 
illumination position so as to limit the distribution of energy reflected from the image location 
corresponding to a the second workpiece portion. 

Claims 12-14 are allowed for the reasons given in claim 1 1 . 

Conclusion 

3. This application is in condition for allowance except for the objections of claims 9, 11-14 
as indicated above. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte 
Quayle, 25 USPQ 74, 453 O.G. 213, (Comm'r Pat. 1935). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this letter. 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUONG T. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7315. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30AM - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, DAVID L. OMETZ can be reached on (571) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



LTN 

08/03/08 



/LUONG T NGUYEN/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2622 



